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Looking out of his dooly at dawn after a particularly
wretched march through the night, he observed with
some concern that two other doolies in which sick
officers were being carried were the only portions of
the British force in sight And the pickets had
reported many of the enemy's sowars capering about
in their front.

" As I have resolved not to be cut up without a fight
for it," Russell writes, " I had up my syce this morning
and warned him under terrible pains and penalties
to lead my best horse always close to my litter
ready for mounting, with one revolver loose in the
holster."

In the evening Colin Campbell came into Russell's
tent and found him very weak, with a huge blister
applied from knee to hip. " Those fellows will fight
to-morrow," said Sir Colin. " All our reports declare
they will stand. I am sorry you are not a little better
able to be with us." Sir Colin was not mistaken.
Early the next morning the whole Army, with cavalry
and guns, proceeded to the attack of the enemy, who
was in position. Arrangements were made for the
three doolies, containing Russell and two sick officers,
Sir David Baird and Alison, to be carried at the head
of the infantry column on the right or off side, as the
enemy was on the left front Before the start Russell
called his syce and told him once more to keep his
best horse close to the dooly. Baird and Alison gave
the same directions. As it turned out, this precaution
saved Russell's life,

" Looking out of my portable bedstead," he writes,
" I could see nothing but legs of men, horses, camels
and elephants moving past in the dusk, ^ the trees were
scanty by the roadside, there was no friendly shade to